
CONTENTS OF
NEWSLETTER

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

To Raffle or
Not To Raffle?
Upcoming
Lunch
Seminars
Nonprofit
Spotlight

720-323-2720 P.O Box 631332
Highlands Ranch, CO 80163

SEPTEMBER EDITION

https://conplc.org/

https://conplc.org/


TO RAFFLE
OR NOT TO

RAFFLE?

HTTPS://CONPLC.ORG/BLOG/

LATEST BLOG NEWS
Raffles can be an effective method of fundraising for your charity.
However, there are strict laws surrounding which organizations can
hold a raffle and what rules must be followed while conducting a raffle
in Colorado.

No alcohol can be used as prizes in a
raffle
Quarterly reports must be filed with the
Secretary of State’s office
If the aggregate value of all raffle prizes
exceeds $1,000, the charity must print
tickets with specific information, such
as the date and time of the raffle
A games manager must be identified
and present for all raffles conducted
under the license

Limitations and Rules
The first major limitation is that an eligible
charity must be in existence for five years
prior to applying for a raffle license. For
example, the Colorado Nonprofit Legal
Center was founded in April 2019, meaning
we are ineligible for a raffle license until
May 2024.
The second limitation is that only the raffle
license holder may conduct raffles under
the license. This means a new organization
cannot “borrow” the raffle license of an
established entity in order to conduct a
raffle. This also means a charity cannot
lend its license to volunteers who are
conducting raffles for the benefit of the
charity. The charity itself must run the
raffle and exercise oversight.
In addition to the two limitations
mentioned above, charities must abide by
the following rules, among others:

Raffle Alternatives
Legally, a raffle is defined as (1) any person
risking something of value, (2) for the
chance, (3) to win a prize. If all three
elements are present, the activity is a raffle
and must conform to the laws mentioned
above even if the activity is called
something else by the charity (such as
Opportunity Drawing). However, there are
alternatives available to charities who
might not be eligible for a license or who do
not want to comply with the onerous state
requirements.
First, the charity can use the prizes in a
silent or live auction. Silent and live
auctions do not need to be registered with
the state and have few limitations. 
Second, the charity can remove one of the
three elements listed above. One way to do
this is to remove payment for tickets and
instead list a suggested donation. The
charity does have to give tickets to anyone
who asks even if they do not donate.
However, because payment is not required,
the activity does not fall within the legal
definition of a raffle. A second method is to
remove the chance. A popular example of
this is wine pulls. In a wine pull, the charity
has a set number of bottles of wine. The
charity sells that exact number of tickets
and then each ticket corresponds to a
specific bottle. The bottles of wine are
worth varying amounts. Since each
participant is guaranteed a bottle of wine,
there is no chance involved.

https://conplc.org/blog/


LUNCH SEMINARS

October

Join Katie Thomas over your lunch hour to learn about legal issues within the
nonprofit sector and how to avoid liability for your organization.

 
We offer monthly educational seminars on a wide array of legal and governance
topics impacting nonprofits. The information provided during the seminars is

critical to ensuring the protection of your nonprofit’s assets so that more money can
go to mission driven activities. All seminars are conducted by attorney Katie Thomas,

include a Q&A period, and cost only $25 to attend.

501(c)(3)'s and Politics: Do's and Don'ts
October 25, 2022
12pm-1pm MT
Register:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/501c3s-and-
politics-dos-and-donts-tickets-372246458177

Fiduciary Duties in the Nonprofit Sector
October 26, 2022
12pm-1pm MT
Register: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fiduciary-duties-in-
the-nonprofit-sector-tickets-248825542897

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/501c3s-and-politics-dos-and-donts-tickets-372246458177
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fiduciary-duties-in-the-nonprofit-sector-tickets-248825542897


"Multiple sclerosis is a disease that impacts the brain, spinal cord and optic
nerves, which make up the central nervous system and controls everything we do.

The exact cause of MS is unknown, but we do know that something triggers the
immune system to attack the CNS. The resulting damage to myelin, the protective
layer insulating wire-like nerve fibers, disrupts signals to and from the brain. This

interruption of communication signals causes unpredictable symptoms such as
numbness, tingling, mood changes, memory problems, pain, fatigue, blindness

and/or paralysis. Everyone’s experience with MS is different and these losses may
be temporary or long lasting."

https://www.nationalmssociety.org/
Lear more about their work:Lear more about their work:

"I just wanted to take a moment to share my
experiences with Colorado Nonprofit Legal
Center’s services. Our organization has been
utilizing CNLC for our business transaction, CGA,
and solicitation annual filings. The work has been
exemplary, and I have appreciated the expertise
and counsel provided on our filings from CNLC
(particularly, Katie). I have every confidence that
the filings will be handled and in a timely manner.
Thanks so much for everything you do!"

 National Multiple
Sclerosis Society

https://www.nationalmssociety.org/What-is-MS/Definition-of-MS/Myelin
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/

